
Larry Mason achieved a 
lifetime dream of driving 
an Indy Car a few weeks 
ago. Thanks to Jim Webb 
of Jim Webb Motorsports, 
Mason was invited to test 
Webb’s 1986 March-
Chevrolet at Willow Springs 
International Raceway. The 
car resplendent in its origi-
nal 7-Eleven livery finished 
second in the Indianapolis 
500 that year driven by 
Kevin Cogan behind Bobby 
Rahal in the Budweiser 
car. That was a memorable 
finish as Rahal’s team 
owner Jim Trueman 
passed away just a couple 
of weeks later.  
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Webb’s Indy car is pow-
ered by a stock block 
Chevrolet V8 engine 
that produces 750 
horsepower and 586 lb-
ft of torque. All this in a 
package that weighs 
only 1550 pounds! 

“The ‘straightaways’ are 
so short in this car!” 
beamed a smiling Mason 
after getting out of the car. 
“I’ve never accelerated up 
the hill from Turn 3 to Turn 
4 like that before. It was 
like getting shot out of a 
slingshot or cannon!”  

Mason and Webb re-
viewed Mason’s on-board 
video to see how he han-
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dled the increase in weight 
and power compared to 
his Auto Diagnostic Ser-
vices Team LMR Formu-
la Mazda. The results were 
good and there’s a possi-
bility that this may lead to 
a race start later this year. 
Stay tuned! 

For me, Larry’s Indy Car 
test was more than an 
exciting opportunity; it 
was a chance for Larry to 
experience something 
others only dream 
about!  Team LMR has 
uploaded a brief video of 
the test to the team’s 
YouTube channel (see QR 
code on this page for 
quick access).  Since the 
video posted, I’ve been 
asked whether or not I’m 
"concerned" whenever he 
drives a race car. I do rec-
ognize that there is an 
element of danger in-
volved whenever he 

straps in (and I do spend 
time in prayer!), but hon-
estly, it’s the other drivers 
around him that I am con-
cerned with….and, as in 
the case of one event we 
were at, the well-meaning 
race staff who dramatical-
ly told me Larry was being 
cut out of his car when in 
reality, no such thing was 
happening.  Racing will 
continue to be a great 
spectacle and sport, as 
long as it remains open to 
the continuing evolution 
of safety and technolo-
gy.  It is definitely more 
enjoyable for me knowing 
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Jim Webb Motorsports 
Mason makes a quick pit stop in 
the Indy Car. Photo by Cheyne 
Lipfert 
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Scan this QR code with your mo-
bile device or go to: 
www.YouTube.com/TeamLMRUSA 

that any race he does 
has a high level of safe-
ty checks in place to 
ensure drivers are safe 
and spectators have a 
wonderful time.  

  



Unless you’re talking 
about a go-kart, most rac-
ing (and street vehicles 
have shock absorbers 
(also known as dampers).  
Damper is truly a better 
word for them as they are 
designed to dampen the 
bouncing up and down of 
the springs on the vehicle.  

Team LMR has been 
competing on single ad-
justable dampers for the 
past three seasons where 
the only adjustment is on 
the rebound setting. The 
two ways the shock 
moves is under compres-

sion (known as bump) 
and rebound (known as 
droop). The idea is to ad-
just the shock settings to 
a particular characteristic 
of the race track you’re on 
to gain the maximum 
amount of traction which 
translates directly into 
cornering speeds and lap 
times. The shock can ei-
ther be stiffened up or 
softened up depending 
upon what the driver is 
feeling in the car and 
what the data looks like in 
certain sections. For in-
stance, if the car is skip-
ping on the undulations 

Tech Tidbits—An Inside Look at the Team LMR  Formula Mazda - Shock Absorbers 

and bumps in the track 
surface; then the shock 
might need to be sof-
tened or loosened up. If 
the car seems to be han-
dling the bumps okay but 
is wallowing around with 
massive body move-
ments, then the shock 
might need to be stiff-
ened up. 

Sometimes the car feels 
decent with the current 
shock settings, but when 
the team looks at the da-
ta and confers with the 
driver, the option of ad-
justing the shocks to a 

Join Team LMR today! 

Team LMR is actively seeking marketing partners to join 

us as we race into the 2016 season. Sponsorship begins 

for as little as $100! Enjoy naming rights, hospitality, and 

more. 

YOUR NAME HERE!  Find out how your business can gener-

ate positive Return on Investment by joining Team LMR. 

Please contact Larry Mason today!   

Thank you for your support. 

 

We Welcome Your Feedback! 

Contact us at: 
info@LMRMC.com 

 
Find us at:  

Facebook.com/TeamLMRUSA 
Youtube.com/TeamLMRUSA 

We look forward to hearing from you soon! 

 

Web Special—If you’d like to be notified of 
when the next MRN Newsletter will be 
posted online, then send an email to 
info@LMRMC.com.  
You’ll receive an email with a direct link to 
the newsletter. You can opt out at any 
time.  We will not rent, sell, or loan out 
your email address. 

“Unless you’re leading,  the scenery 
never changes.”  Larry Mason 

VISIT 

WWW.LMRUSA.COM 

AND CHECK OUT WHAT’S NEW! 

Our goal is to deliver maximum positive Return On Investment for our clients by cultivating long-term partnerships 
with the utmost integrity, concern, passion and commercially-viable, value-oriented results.               
Copyright © 2016 LMR All Rights Reserved. 

 

Put your company on the marketing fast track TODAY! 

different setting to try and 
gain more speed is al-
ways considered. Wheth-
er it’s Formula Mazda or 
Formula One, dampers 
play an incredibly im-
portant part of the keys to 
making the car go faster.  

Koni single adjustable shock. 
Photo courtesy of MSR.  
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